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PURPOSE: To require no inert gas and to make the 
maintemance easier by operating a fuel cell while 
increasing the pressure of a reformer tube in a reformer 
device immediately before the operation stop of the fuel ^ 



cell, and stopping the operation while sealing a high 
pressure fuel gas in the reformer device and in a fuel 
cell stack. 

CONSTITUTION: When the operation of a reformer 
.device 4 is stopped, the fuel gas system Js operated, by 
the pressure higher , than the atmospheric pressure, the 
fuel is continued to feed through a pump 2, and the 
operation is continued until a relief valve 13 whose 
pressure value is preset is opened. The pump 2 is 
stopped by detecting the opening of the relief valve 13, 
and a valve 3 is closed to seal up the reformer device 
4. Since the pressure of the relief valve 13 is set to 
hold the gas pressure in the reformer tube 5 at the 
atmospheric pressure or higher, the pressure of the 




reformer device 4 can be maintained at the atmospheric 
pressure or higher, and no external air is absorbed to 
form an explosive sound. As a result, since there Is no 
fear of absorbing an explosive sound air to the stack 8 
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